
Hope Preschoolers Open House was 

August 28. Children were able to 

meet their teachers and new 

friends. They could also take a tour 

of the classrooms, Spanish, Music, 

PEP (Physical Education for Pre-

schoolers), Computer Lab/Children’s 

Library and see the Sanctuary 

where Chapel is held on Wednesday 

mornings. T-shirts were being sold 

and children could enroll in Tae 

Kwon Do and Gymnastics. It was a 

very busy morning! 

 

Preschool starts September 2, and 

we know there will be lots of laughs 

and tears. We are so blessed to 

have all these precious children 

with us.  

Upcoming Events: 

9/25              Evening Open House, 6:30p.m. 

10/2           Community Helper Day 

10/6 - 10/10    Scholastic Book Fair       

10/13 - 10/16  St. Jude Children’s           

             Hospital Trike-a-Thon  

10/24            Grandparents Day  

10/31            Trick or Trunk 

 

Please feel free to join us for any of these 

events. If you have any questions or would 

like to visit the school, please contact Julie 

Wilson, Director at 324-6377. 

Hope Creative School enjoyed a fun 

filled summer program. From June 

16 through August 1 between 25 

and 40 kids were in attendance 

each day. The program featured 

weekly themes such as cooking, sci-

ence, art and even Christmas in 

July. Santa even took time out of 

his summer vacation to pass out 

gifts to the kids on July 25. He was 

looking rather tan and even a little 

slimmer, must have been those 

power walks on the beach. 

 

Hope’s Kindergarteners returned to 

school on August 18 and once again 

(like 2004) the continuation was 

delayed by a girl named Fay. But 

everyone came back with an eager-

ness to learn. 

VBS kicked off our Summer fun!  
Several youth and volunteers were 
involved with VBS, helping the 
little ones make crafts, singing 
songs, dancing, and rejoicing in the 
Lord.  Children who visited the 
rainforest had many adventures in 
the tree top canopy playing games, 
while learning to share and take 
care of God’s creations.  They also 
listened to stories from the Bible 
and learned how to share, care, 

love, and praise. 

 

A very big thanks to our many vol-
unteers who made this VBS extra 

special!!  
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So-long Summer... 



Hanging of the Greens 

 

Volunteers are needed to help decorate the 

Sanctuary for Christmas.  Yes, Hope’s Hanging 

of the Greens and pizza lunch  is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 21 immediately following 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  The Worship 

Committee and Elders will provide lunch in 

Friendship Hall.  Sign-ups will begin Sunday, 

November 7.   

 

Worship Schedule 
Worship service times are 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. unless otherwise stated. 

(Please mark your calendars for these special events.) 

 

September 2010 

Sunday, September 12 —Kick-Off Sunday 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Chancel Choir 
 

October 2010 

Sunday, October 3—World Communion Sunday 

Thursday, October 28—4:30 p.m. 

Vocal Recital  

presented by students of Becky Price 
 

November 2010 

Sunday, November 7—Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Stewardship Commitment 
 

Sunday, November 14—Communion Table decorated  

with Cornucopia 
 

Sunday, November 21—Christ the King Sunday 

Hanging of the Greens 

 

Sunday, November 28—1st Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

December 2010 

Sunday, December 5—2nd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Vocal Recital—2:30 p.m. 

presented by students of Becky Price 
 

Sunday, December 12—Chancel Choir Cantata 

Deacons deliver poinsettias  
 

Sunday, December 19—Christmas Family Worship 

One Worship Service—10 a.m. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Youth, Nativity, Choirs, Sermon—Dr. McGrath 
 

Friday, December 24—7 p.m.—Christmas Eve  

Family worship of candlelight, carols and a 

 joyous celebration of the Birth of Christ 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Nativity Tableau 

 

 

 

 

 Music Notes 
The Music Department will resume its fall schedule in September as 

listed below: 

 

Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday,  

September 1 at 7 p.m. in the choir room.  New singers are 

welcome - just bring your enthusiasm.  For additional in-

formation, please call Ada Gribble at 398-9840 or leave a 

message at the church office. 

 

Youth Choir will resume rehearsals Sunday, September 12 

from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the choir room.  Youth choir 

activities are provided for children in the second grade 

through the seventh grade. 

 

Bells of Hope will resume their rehearsal schedule on 

Thursday, September 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the bell room.  

Musicians who are interested in ringing handbells are 

asked to contact Ada Gribble at 398-9840 or leave a  

message at the church office. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE NEWS 

Donna Sullivan, Moderator 

 

The 2011 Flower Calendar is available 

on the green stand in the Narthex.  

Now is the time to sign up for Chancel 

flowers if you want to reserve a special 

Sunday. 

The word acolyte is taken from an  

ancient Greek word that meant com-

panion, attendant, or helper.  Acolytes 

at Hope Church are responsible for 

lighting and extinguishing the candles 

on the Communion table before and 

after worship.  Acolyte rotation begins 

Sunday, September 19 for Hope’s de-light-ful youngsters.   

 

RISING 2ND GRADERS THROUGH MIDDLE SCHOOL 

GRADES: If you would like to be an ACOLYTE during the 

2010-11 school year, please contact Glenda McDivitt, co-

ordinator (860-7369). 



 

HOPE MEN’S GROUP 
 

Way to go guys! 
 
At our last monthly luncheon, July 28, we had 20 men in attendance. A new record! Now we need to shoot for 25  
and even 30. 
 
Our luncheon get-togethers are very informal – no fixed agenda. We do take up a freewill offering. The money we  
collect is then used for church projects or mission outreaches that are favored by a majority of the men. 
 
You do not need a special invitation. All men of Hope and guests are welcome. 
 
Our luncheons are announced in three ways: 
 1. In the bulletin the Sunday before the luncheon 
 2. By a sign in the Narthex on the Sunday before the luncheon. 
 3. By e-mail a day or two in advance of the luncheon. 
 
Our e-mail list includes approximately 35 men (or wives). We’d certainly like to have a more inclusive e-mail list.  
If you’d like to have your e-mail added to our contact list, here is how to go about it: 
 1. Contact Don Combee by telephone at 863-318-1789 or e-mail at DSDCOM@aol.com.  
 2. Contact the church office at 863-324-6382 and give them your e-mail for the Hope Men’s Group. 

3. Tear off the bottom portion of this announcement and place it in the offering plate on any Sunday. 
 
Please consider joining us. We know you’ll be glad you did. 
 
God Bless! 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
Please add me to the Hope Men’s Group e-mail notification list. 
 
Name:__________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________ 
 

        Serving God at Jerusalem School 

       in Beit Jala, Israel (West Bank) 

 
Barrett Bullock: a remarkable young man!! The grandson of Curtis and Zelma Bullock and nephew of Ron and 
Patrice Hatley and Ava Vanyo. 
 
At a recent Hope Men's Luncheon, we had the privilege of hearing Barrett tell of his experiences as a volunteer mis-
sionary teacher at the Jerusalem School in Beit Jala, Israel. The majority of Barrett’s day is devoted to teaching at the 
school. But he also conducts a "guys" group Bible study, mentors students, and conducts an outdoor leadership min-
istry.  Just a few of the things he does while ministering about our Lord and Savior to the young Palestinians in the 
West Bank. 
 
What makes Barrett's story so remarkable? After graduating from Columbia International University, he answered 
God's call to him to be a missionary to young people. His calling is on a volunteer basis. As such he has sold most all 
his worldly belongings....his stereo equipment, his truck, and more.....in order to have money to support himself. 
 
If you are interested in providing some small financial support to Barrett, there is a descriptive outline of his work 
and prayer cards on the Narthex tables. Included is information on how to get monetary support to him. 
 

Again, he is a remarkable young man worthy of support as he ministers in the name of our Lord to young peo-
ple in Beit Jala, Israel. 
 
 

 



 

 

      Military Care Packages 
                                                           
Earlier this year the Hope Men's Group took on the project of sending Care Packages to military service person-
nel on our Hope prayer list. 
 
The response from members and friends of Hope to our need for various items to be included in the packages 
was outstanding. Some church members and friends made monetary contributions to purchase some items and 
help with the cost of mailing the packages. 
 
To date we have sent out packages twice to service personnel for whom we were able to get complete APO mail-
ing addresses. We will again be sending packages around the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holiday seasons. 
 
In the meantime we have an over supply of some items. These items will be packaged and given to the Deacons 
for distribution to local missionary outreach programs in the Winter Haven area. 
 
Your support of the efforts of the Men's Group with this project is very much appreciated. May God continue to 
Bless and protect ALL who serve in the Military of the USA, particularly those fighting for freedom in far off 
places.  

— Don Combee, Coordinator 

HYMNS AS PRAYER 
 

Every Sunday throughout our entire lives we sing hymns. We rise as the choir and organ lead us in singing verses as famil-
iar to us as our childhood; words and phrases so familiar that often it is easy to overlook their inspiration, beauty and 
prayerful power. The lyrics of hymns address every aspect of our lives.   
 

Who hasn't felt a surge of happiness and hope singing “Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; Hearts 

unfold like flow'rs before Thee, Opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day!”. And in the evening, we receive the most peaceful feeling from 
“Now the Day is Over,” singing “Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose.” 
 

The phrase, “Breathe on me Breath of God” could be a whispered prayer at the quietest moment of searching. And the rest 
of the lyrics of this hymn are just as powerful. Other inspirational hymns include “Blessed Assurance,” “How Great Thou 

Art,” “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling,” “When Morning Gilds the Skies,” “Jesus Christ is Risen Today,” “Silent Night” 
— each hymn offers phrases of prayer, praise and hope. 
 

Try this:  In the quiet moments before worship begins, look up the hymns for the 
day and read the lyrics as silent prayer.  As you rise and begin to sing, may you experience 

a renewed awareness and appreciation for the lyrics of our hymns. 
 

Written and submitted by a member of Hope Presbyterian Church 

August 9, 2010 

 

 

 

From a child’s point of view... 
A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bedtime story. 

From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek.  
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. 

Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?" 
"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a long time ago." 

"Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did God make me too?" 
"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just a little while ago." 

Feeling their respective faces again, she observed,  
"God's getting better at it, isn't he ?"  
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Please keep the Nominating Committee in your PRAYERS as they prepare the slate of names. Thank you. 
 

Hope’s Congregational Nominating Committee has begun to enlist new Elders and 

Deacons for 2011. Suggestions are most welcome. Please contact committee 
moderator Florence Davis or any member of the Nominating Committee:  

2010 Congregational Nominating Committee 
Florence Davis, Moderator 
Devon Bloom, Deacon  

Mary Ellen Barber, Congregation 
Ed Hecker, Congregation 

Lynne Maxwell, Congregation 
Carol Stasiak, Congregation 

 

The Church office will be closed Monday, September 6 in observance of Labor Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 12 

 




